PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© JSS 2022 J Soc Sci, 70(1-3): 1-7 (2022)
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756 DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2022/70.1-3.2285

Socio-cultural Barriers to Girls Education in Malakand District
of Pakistan

Sunbal Shah, Hussain Ali* and Saba Gul

Department of Sociology, Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan-Pakistan
Department of Sociology, Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan-Pakistan
Department of International Relations, Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan-Pakistan

KEYWORDS Early Marriage. Girl’s Education. Pakistan. Patriarchy. Socio-cultural Barriers. Subordinate Position

ABSTRACT Girls’ education is important for women empowerment and socio-economic development, which is largely
ignored in the study area due to socio-cultural factors. The objective of the study is to investigate various socio-cultural factors,
which hinder girls’ access to higher secondary education in Malakand, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan. Researchers used a
quantitative research approach with cross-sectional research design, and data was randomly collected through self-administered
questionnaire from 336 presently registered girl students in higher secondary education institutions in the projected area. In the
manuscript descriptive univariate statistics with simple frequency and percentages were used while the Pearson Correlation
test was applied to draw the strength of association between girls’ accessibility to the education institutions and socio-cultural
barriers in accessing education institutions. The Pearson Correlation result shows that sons’ education is preferred over daughters’
education in the study area. Results indicated that early girl marriage restricts girls’ access to getting formal education. Civil
society and government should raise awareness on girl education.



